CHAPTER V
THE SOURCES OF DOMINION CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
UNDER this head we have to consider (1) the statute Chapter
law and the prerogative as the basis of the Dominion   _1
constitutions; (2) the conventions which give life to
these constitutions; and (3) the mode of constitutional
change when conventions are insufficient to bring
harmony into the working of the state.
The title Dominion owes its origin to 'the Colonial
Conference of 1907, when it was chosen as a means of
distinguishing the parts of the Empire enjoying re-
sponsible government from the dependent Empire. It
then denoted the Dominion of Canada, the Common-
wealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand,
Newfoundland, and the South African Colonies which
in 1909 formed themselves into the Union of South
Africa. In 1921-22 the Irish Free State was added to
the list, ranking in official precedence before New-
foundland, the least populous of the Dominions, Of
these Dominions there are two federations, Canada and
the Commonwealth; the Union of South Africa is a
unitary state whose constitution makes some slight
concession to federal sentiment; the other Dominions
are purely unitary states. The Canadian provinces and
the Australian States enjoy responsible government
within the federal limits, and the principles applicable